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is Vaughan Williams at his most violent and uncompromising. the
choral parts lighly challenging techmcally, and the organ part even
muore s This is a magnificent performance. thoueh as froquently
seemis 10 be the case in this work. the huge organ pant coupled with
the church acoustic previents some of the choral dissonances from
being heard. I'sve never quite been able to come to terms with this
picce, with its trione and whole one harmonies, <o alien ke most af’
the composer’s output, but once again this is a performance o
which I will retum with renewed detenmamation in the bope of doing
s0. 1 do wonder. though. what those listeners without aceess to the
internét, and therefore wathout the wext in front of them, will be able
to make of . The sirtueso organ part is brilliantly played by lames
Mcvinme. The excellent orgamst in the other accompunicd works
i5 Ashok Gupta. a tinal-year student at Clare Collee.

And so to the main work in the programme, the Musy in (7 niiner:
Westminster Cathedral Choir with Martin Baker on Hyperion are
marvellous in this work, as are Landibus and Michael Brewer on
Delphian. My favourite, though. is that conducted by Richard
Hickox, with a choir cafled the Richard Hickox Singers, and issued
aiongsude his Chandos performancee of the Fourth Symphoay. This
is to cite only three of the many fine recorded performances
available, and w that group we may now add the present one from
Clare College. The echoes of Tudor church music are particularly
strong in this perfommanve. and at certain poants one is almost
transported back through the centurics. such is the purity of the
singing and the vision. The salo parts are particularly convincing,
as they are throughowut the disc, and Brown gets as close as any
conductor 1 have heard o a real tnple piaso in the final cadence. A
few rechnical points might trouble some listeners. For some reason
the #ltos 1ake a beat out of the third bar before the end of the Kvrie
Then there is a strange noise — another edit?  just before the word
“passus” 1 the Credo. This might only bother those who listen on
headphones, bt few  peopks would mass  the  artifictally
extingutshed reverberation between the intonateon 1o the Gloria
and the first notes rom the choir. But none of that should deter
collectors from acquiring this most desirable disc.

Bitfeam Hedlov

[This is a slightly adtted semion of 4 neview which liet appeared at
www.nusioweh-internatiomil.com|]

A Concert OF English Music

vaughan Williams: Cencerta for Obne and Srrings

With Handel (arr. Harty): Barer Music Suute. Blgar: Falsafl
Mitchell Mitler {oboek, Columbia Broadcasting  Symphony
conducted by Bernard Herrmann

Historicul recarding from 9 September 1945
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This is a quite superb hastorical discovery, taken from the acetates of
an Amercan radio broadeast in 1945, 1 am addicted 1o tacking
down oft-air materal from long ago. but | have to say few
broudeasts trom this date survive in such good sound and with so
litle surface naise. Flere too we can undemstand why conducior-
composer Bemnard Hermmunn acyguwired his reputation for pionecring
unusual  repertoire. espocially  British.  with  his - Columbia
Broadcasting Symphony., for ¢verything about the performances is
lizang with energy and given remarkable impact and definition
over the microphone. The announcements (which are tracked
separatelyd give added period context for it as a document. The
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programme, which was broadcast on 9 September 1945,
consisted of a very svinphone rendition of the Harty suite [rom
Handel's Heaver Music. a ternfic Felsiaff by Elgar and the second
American pertormance of Vaughan Withams® Ohoee Concerto
with the same torces as the first *Mitch” Miller and the Columbia
orchestra conducted by Herrmani. The announcer tells us that
Miller™ Amerivan premiere of the Vaughan Williams had been
in a broadcast in June 1945 also on CBS. So far as | know that
fiest Amencan performance — referted 0 by the announcer,
Sidney Berry - some three months hetore, dovs oot sunvive,
certainly not in this kind of sound quality.

Mitchelt (*Miteh™) Miller started his carcer as an obeist — on this
showing a remarkably distinetive one — but suon migrated to the
production side of the recording industry, becomng Head of A& R
at Columbia Records. lle became a significant figure in
American popular music as well us classical repertosre. ‘This is
only a mono recording but this in no way detracts from the
impact o the Vaaghan Williams ar the Elgar. The solo oboe is
quate beantifully caught by the microphone, and of course, iis a
live performance belore the possibitity of retakes had entered
our consciousness “Mitch” Miller charactenises the music as if
with easy famibarity  perhaps not surprising as he had
broaduast it only three inonths befiore,

The concerte has a spoken introductaon from which | cunnot resist
guoting this: =, the seventy-two yeur-old master Ralph Vaughan
Willkerys, bas latest composition 1o reach the United States. . the
foremost English compaser of his generation, comgleted his oboe
voncerto and his fifth syiophony during 1he recemt period of
wartime stress. Howeser, both works share one thing in common,
they breathe a spirit of peace and repose tar removed from a world
of unrest. We inay sty of the abuoe concerte what one critie sad ol
the symphony. that in this unsteady, restless, peeplexing world of
music, il came to restore faith and confidence.”

Fualstaff is a gripping performance that quite carries one along
with an ¢dge and impetus all its own, Herrmann never allows it
to bed down, and when it needs o swagger there is no restraint.
The mono orchestral soumd is clean and well focused — werrific
for a broadeast. And how good 10 have a CD start with the voice
of the announcer saying “Good afternoon™ | suppose this will
become irnitating in time: fortunately it is tracked separately.

This is available ws @ download o on dise and | recommend the
second option. This sort of material never lasts long. particularly
with the threat ol the copyright date being extended. so my
advice 1s get it now, vou will not regret it

Lewis Foreman
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