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The Symphony No. 8 in F Major , Op. 93 is a symphony in four movements composed by Ludwig van Beethoven in 1812.
Beethoven fondly referred to it as "my little Symphony in F", distinguishing it from his Sixth Symphony, a longer work also in F.

The Eighth Symphony is generally light-hearted, though not lightweight, and in many places is cheerfully loud, with many accented
notes. Various passages in the symphony are heard by some listeners to be musical jokes. As with various other Beethoven works
such as the Opus 27 piano sonatas, the symphony deviates from Classical tradition in making the last movement the weightiest of the
four.

The work was begun in the summer of 1812, immediately after the completion of the Seventh Symphony. At the time Beethoven was
41 years old. As Antony Hopkins has noted, the cheerful mood of the work betrays nothing of the grossly unpleasant events that were
taking place in Beethoven's life at the time, which involved his interference in his brother Johann's love life. The work took Beethoven
only four months to complete. Unusually, he attached no dedication to the completed work.

The premiere took place on February 27, 1814, at a concert at which the mighty Seventh Symphony (which had been premiered two
months earlier) was also played. Beethoven was growing increasingly deaf at the time, but nevertheless led the première. Reportedly,
"the orchestra largely ignored his ungainly gestures and followed the principal violinist instead".

Critics immediately noted that the Eighth did not reach the heights of its predecessor, launching a long tradition of complaining that
Eighth Symphony is not something different (more heroic, more emotive) from what it is. However, many listeners seem to be able to
enjoy the symphony anyway, and it appears frequently today on concert programs as well as on recordings. When asked by his pupil
Carl Czerny why the Eighth was less popular than the Seventh, Beethoven is said to have replied "because the Eighth is so much
better."

NB. The second half of this broadcast concert, Beethoven's 9th " Choral"  Symphony, which is referred to in the opening comments of the radio
announcer on this recording, can be found on the Pristine Audio release PASC117.
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