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The Végh Quartet was a Hungarian string quartet founded in 1940 and led by its first violinist S&ndor Végh for 40 years. The quartet was based in
Budapest until it departed Hungary in 1946. They are particularly known for their recordings of Beethoven (recorded twice - 1952 mono and 1972-4
stereo) and Bartok cycles.

Sandor Végh (Kolozsvér, [at the time called Klausenburg and part of the Hungarian Kingdom, now called Cluj-Napoca and part of Romania] 17 May
1912 —Salzburg, 7 January 1997), Hungarian violinist and conductor. He was best known as one of the great chamber music violinists of the twentieth
century,

He began studying the piano at the age of six. He entered the Budapest Conservatory in 1924, taking violin studies with Jen Hubay and composition with
Zoltan K odaly. He began a career as a solo violinist and in 1927 played a Richard Strauss composition under the composer’ s baton. He graduated from the
Conservatory in 1930, having won the Hubay Prize and the Reményi Prize from the institution in 1927. As his solo career was developing, he joined the
Hungarian Trio with llonka Krauss and L&szl6 Vencze.

and took second chair. He participated with the Hungarian String Quartet in the first performance of Béla Bartdk’ s String Quartet no. 5.

Végh left the Hungarian Quartet in 1940 to found his own quartet, the Végh Quartet. During the same season he became a professor at the Franz Liszt
Academy of Music in Budapest. He and the quartet left Hungary in 1946. The quartet continued to give concerts until the mid-1970s; Végh also made solo
appearances as a violinist. He took French citizenship in 1953.

In 1962 he met cellist Pablo Casals, who invited Végh to join him in giving summer classes in Zermatt, Switzerland (1953-62), and to appear annualy in
Casals Prades Festival (1953-69). He found teaching rewarding, and thereafter taught in Basle Conservatory (1953-63), Freiburg (1954-62), Dusseldorf
(1962-69) and the Mozarteum in Salzburg (1971-97).

He founded the International Chamber Music Festival of Cervo in 1962 and often conducted there. He founded the Sandor Végh Chamber Orchestra and
conducted it for aterm lasting from 1968 to 1971, and conducted the Marlboro Festival Orchestra (1974-77). In 1979 he became conductor of the
Camerata Academica at the Mozarteum. With them he made a recording of Mozart' s divertimentos and serenades that won the Grand Prix du Disque in
1989.

He was awarded “Chevalier de la Legion d' Honneur” in 1986, Doctor Honoris causa of the Warwick and Exeter universities (1987), an honorary
appointment as Commander of the British Empire (CBE) in 1988 and the gold medal of Salzburg in 1987.

‘ In 1934 he became one of the founding members of the Hungarian String Quartet. He was initially the first violin, but gave that position to Zoltan Székely
‘ After ashort illness, he died at a hospital in Freilassing, just across the border from Salzburg.



